
Sit for the Pledge. Stand for the Constitution. 
Public school students cannot be forced to participate in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
In West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette, decided in 1943, the Supreme 
Court ruled that mandatory participation in the Pledge violates the free speech 
rights of students and the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. Students 
cannot be forced to stand or leave the room, and they should not be harassed, 
questioned, disciplined, or pressured in any way for their decision to opt out of 
the recitation. Teachers and public schools who violate this right are subject to 
lawsuits under 42 U.S.C. § 1983, and may be liable for damages and attorney fees.

Demands 
JJ Divisive religious language must be removed from the Pledge of Allegiance,  

in an initial effort to make this powerful national symbol inclusive of the 
growing population of nonreligious Americans. 

JJ The First Amendment right of students to boycott the Pledge of Allegiance 
must be protected and recognized as the constitutional freedom it is, no  
matter the motivation behind their boycott.

JJ We must all work towards the vision of the country that the Pledge of Allegiance 
aspires to: indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. Elected officials must 
enforce the laws that protect these aspirations and continue to promote  
legislation that does the same.
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“If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation, it is 
that no official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall be orthodox  
in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion or 
force citizens to confess by word or act their faith therein.”

	 — �Justice Robert Jackson  
(West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette)
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