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A Modern Inquisition 
Th~ .!tid<" .doped from !Itt ,wc" 
ddi=rd by Dr, Kcvor\i<!n upon I't_ 

by Jack Kevorkian ..... rybody if we lit a httle 10 e.ch 

"I<,"l! ,hi 19'94 HUln/lnisl H= AWoli'd from ehi Amrnc4n 
H"manlst Auoclollion 41 ;" onnool «m~< in ~"",, 
M""'ll"n. 

T Ius i, proI».bly the flnt tunc tllat thIS ~ugu't body 
Iw been addr .... d by SOI"MQJ1( under lI'I(I,'I",e"1 00 

"""0 'OunU of flfat-degree munier, 
I was ognonm or many thmg. when I gndu.ted 

from CQlleg~ I " .. , unWucated; maybe I ,,,II am, All I " ... 
'talned fa. " ... a ,raft. Ithmk tNt's true or colkgcs generaUy 
in tb country cexhy_they t!'1llll )00 for a mit. But "",ryth~ 
of , .. I"" I learned in my hfe I learned . ft .. college, on my own: 
philosophy, musIC . The One defieltnoy I h",. ia ht.raMe; 
I'm , .. ry " ... k t"'", 

So I " .. sn't attuned, bad then, to wNt hf. in OUr society 
ia. I wa, pm by fOMune In.o tlus position, whICh Iw gJ' .. n me. real deep insight mto what s<>-c.lled o;iv;]..,:d socitly IS. 
And lleamed One thmg: that sociny os I!OI civilized. And I 
leamtd 'noIhe. Ih'ng: tNt w< are ",U deeply mIred in the 
Do,-\; Ages, 

Supt,h.gh" .. )"S CI"Q6.IIng .ach other at $e\'eI1l1 "" .. 10, oolor 
«""'iaion sets and com!"'ct di$Q, e"'5t '0 me don't ,ndic.t< 
the he.ght of clVlliutlOO, .nd Ihe)" don'l indica" .nlighl<1>­
men •• "her_in f.cr, they're dangetOU$ 10010 of the Dark Age.. 

"The InqulSlhOO" ,t,U .h, .. and "..n, The only diff.rence 
ia Ihac loday ,,', mUth moee dangerQ\l.$.nd ,ubtk The ,n­
quISlIOO don'l bYrn )00 al the.taIz anymore; u..;' .Jowly siuIe 
)"0\1 . They male .ure you pa)' dearly for whal)'OO do, In fact, 
Iht)-' klll)w often", a .ublle ""y My "'ua.1O<l IS a ptrW:t 
eumple of n, 

Tlus 1$ not 5t1f-p"y. undentand. I Ooo't regret I'" posillOn 
rill Ill, I.m ""I. Iltro, "Iher-by my ddiMion, any ..... y. To 
.... atlJ"OIle ",'ho does whallhould be 00ne .. not • hero. Heroes 
ro me are '''I)', '''I)' IlIre. And I $Ill! reel tNt I"m only doing 
,.'hal I, is • ph)"ician, .hould do, A bct"", Iw notlung 10 
do \\'It~ 'I; lam. phyilt1Vl ."d therdore I will act like a phys,' 
ci>.n wllt.w. .. r I can. That doe,n'. mean that I'm moee com­
pa.5o>KlI\ale lhan .n)"One el .. , bYl tlltre .. one Ihing I am that 
man)' aren't and that's hone$!. 

10 me, lhe blgge" delkitncy toda)· and the biggest proI>­
lem Wlt~ sociely " dIShonesty. It unded>es almost every ,mil 
and ... ..". probItm you C>.t!1UInt-!t., >!moot an "","!table tr..ng; 
m facl, it. una\"Oidable is J-OO malure, Childrtn ac. hone$!­
'rom ""rfectly honesl-.nd ,kM'lylearn ll<N.' to become di& 
honesl. They art trained at il. We fed lhal a Htlle dw.on..ly 
greucs tn. ",,1>«11 of SOCltty, tNt It makel things euier for 

other. Bul aU 1M diahoneoly bt_ 
<:<>!!leo cumulalive .fter .",hile. If ... 'tryone ", .. re ptrf«tly 
ho .... " Ol aU lim .. , if human nature " ..... uth th.al il could 
lland lhal,)'OO would find mony f .... "« problem. III lhe ""odd, 
J k"""" Ihat'$lmpncticill, Maybe l"m a hoptle .. ideoilll, But 
at I .. " .hat'llooklng at the p.-obkm at Its root, Chddrtn, by 
lhe ""y, C<llt hand!. hone.ty. They ." .. ar .nd ,urae at each 
other, and II doom'l .ff«1 lhem '''ry moch. Bue it', difflCull 
to be ""rfectly honest all an adult. 

I ........ r co",,,de .. d IIlJlSCIf a hum.",.t, I"m not • joine', I 
never ,iom any orgamUlIOfl, And )'<1 humanism,llhini, is the 
clo.e" to wha. I lhin\-. i. l good ""y of J,v,ng m society. 

What ia lhe bt" rule for life? I oft.n . ... myself that. Some 
people Will tell)w that ~the Golden Rule,. lhe btot." Weu, 
I don'l know-is il? We 'poUI p/.>titude, withoul thinking, 
We're t",-"'ed not 10 Ihlnk, re.lly; " .. 'f< trained to respond to 
platitudes, Education does lhal, I .hink tdua.1>Ot1 in tM SOCJe!y 
IS geared "", .. rd making sure J-OO art well bn,"' ......... d by the 
tIme )'00 are an adult 

n.. Golden Rule: ~Do unto othen all )-'00 "oo/d ha, .. them 
do ~nlO )'00 ." But that doe$n'l al""yI apply, Whal if! mel 
a muochill or a .<adiat' You 0«, " "wldn't wo,k. Ilhlnk t'" 
best rul. for life ia "Say and do whal )-'00 ",,.h, w .......... , )"OU 
\\'OIh, SO long .. )"o~ do not harm anothe, ""raoo Of hi. Of her 
propeny.~ Do .. lhal sound righl? N!l\V rl" ..... ry . dull human 
being acted lhat "oay, IhlS ",wId be a moch better socitty, We 
may not ha, .. color t<levision sets, and " .. moy not have .upt:r' 
h.gh",oays. bul ";" ","Ould pr~bly be a betler "","Iy. W. cor­
lainly ,,'OUIdn't N'" .... InqUlS'tIOn 

So all r m doing IS ",'hat a phpician should do. I'm not .... lIy 
frigh •• ned by what', h'ppen'ng '0 m.; I'm no • ."..,n Inl,ml_ 
daICd , l"m """'1 .. d! In Cael, l"m reinfoo:ed in whal l"m doIng 
beaus< of the "PP"S<lIO<l, which ia so lmlliolllli. 

By the " .. y, tins IS not l <)fIC' "",n operatlOO I keep I:(n1l"4: 
.U the credll, .nd I don'l do"""" ll. 1", .. gOI tumendou.1eg.11 
support 'n Geoff(ey Fltger ."d Michael S""m, You'd bt 
amal\<d how muthof a burden they reu... .. me of I can'l thllu 
of anybody eI .. who could do it 1M way Geoffrey does ll, and 
he desr.> ... all m",h credrt as I. He handles ~ the legal aspttts, 
which, as)'OO know, Me e""nnoua, and gJves IIlC free rein On 
wha. I ,hould do, Credil mu,t also go to my ',,!e( Margo and 
to my other ,iatcr FIor:!., who', !lOW in Europ.. Margo and FIoca 
"' .... wilh me dunng In. Janet Atm c .... , .nd I must admit 
that I couldn'l have don. 'I ",ithout ''''m. 1 "". ' .. ry 
nervoua-I " ... mual!y a ~nle frigh\Cned-~nd they ga, .. lilt 
g!ea1 moral.~ppon. They " .. re ju.st .. ne"'OU-I as I, but they 
lri.d not to .ll<N.' ii, ",loch hdptd, I mllSl also montion my 
olher "'"'tant, my medicallechnologisl Neal NIChol . The .. 

, 
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pcopk ..u. up tho nuclruo of II .. gooop 
IIllI dacr-u lhe cmhI; l"m JUSI,he fieur¢hud 11m. 

Wilen ""¢ r,rat"arud thll ,,-ork, ""¢ d!dn', expee, 
the explooon of pubbc:ny ,Ill, followtd. We mtd ."""", 

....... kq-. I 
Ill,"¢ been loCCUKd of 
llr>.ndf,1>ndmg, ,ttk. 
lt$Sntu. and publICity 
3e<1IDg •• U d whoch, d 
COUI"K, II oot true. You 

mllOt undt",and tllll 
tM (nU", """",,,,am 
~, ~lIy II"! tht 
lim yu, Of 1""1;1, " ...... 

loully all.lNt wlllt 
l"m doing. Enllt(ly! h 
" ..... un.n"no" •. T'ht)> 
tried 10 makc my ".xk 
look ,'tTy neglt,,"¢-

Religious leaders 
have no right to 

impose what 
they call a 

universal medical 
ethic on secular 

institutions. 

lhey InW 10 ..u. "" look negll"" - IO tlllt lhey tooId 
c:\t-ru&nl( I"" (QI"ICt"pI "'II:'r¢"~ on. Tht-y N>d I ahouId 
not bo: Klcntditd w"h 1M corapI.)"H thty Itn\'Cd 10 do]WI 
IIllI They UlSU!t«1 and -xnowalw me .nd lhen I\opo:d IIllI 
tl would IpJl 0\'11:' onlO lhe conctpt II dodn't work, hQ..."t\'II:r; 
accordmg 10 til< polls, people may he .pIil S()..lO Of' wh.n tll<y 
dunk of .... , b<ll lhey .r¢ Ihr«-Io-one In favor of til< (QI"ICept, 
and lhat', ""''11:1" cha~. 

Now ..... t " $1~ lhal on l ~ JUbtecI of tM 
~ude--onc ""hochcuuaaoM mmy~thtmtR 
cdotonal pobcyoflho C(lUnI'1'.on on<~1 ~'llhalatnh 
}'OU aa ,trang(' E''II:n on. comemOOUl w .... 1ib: abolllon,1hm: 
II ed,lon.l.uppor! for both ,.xl. And our wue-dulh wllh 
d'i",ty-aa far aa I> .. e"r¢ conce",ed, II 'imple, than abortion. 
So ,,·hy II (\"¢I)' malNlte.m w!loml ,,-nt.r.rod 1"ItOo"IpJ>per 
II"! the counuy ag ..... 1 \II on !Ius? No! one Iw com< OUI on 
" 'hoIchnrtw wppon of"",, (\'11:1\ It.:.ugh po.obk opn.on II on 
~ ""'. 

AI I "'""OK II, lhey'r¢ In • CDIUpI!1Icy, ",·h.::h .. no! • 

I"t\ .. UIIOIlIO many people. BUI "'rth ",t.om' w,n. leI', take 
• look .1 wl>o', .gain$lllut: organltW ",I.gion, Ofl!.noud mcru, 
elM, arod orgaruzed b'i rnot>c}". Now. lhat' •• 101 of """' .. ,. 

Why II org.ntUd mcdlClM ag.lNlllut? for • couple of 
In ...... I tlunk: lim, Ixa"", the so-alItd pracwQn-whoch 
01 no Ion&a • profeu.on; II', ",ally. commm:llIl mlctpnK 
and Iw txtn for. long I....,-If pcrmt.tW ",..u, rtbplw O\"n' 

tonu. l1It bull of »called medlC.1 Clh>c.IlI rt~ elhlCl. 
The Hlppocr>.llc Oalh If • rtl'iIOU' marufuI<:>-Pythagorean 
~i'"' by tho w>.y)-Ihey don'l " .. " mond that. It IS not 
mcdocal. H,ppocrllte, dKbll ",me II;"~ don'l know ",ho did, 
bul ~ thank n', from the I'yt.hapuns. So, if }'OU II"!eC1 ,ploy» 
CIlll ,,'1>0 1>)"1, ~Ufe If ucrtd.~ bo: c.m:ful, "'II: dKIn'tltudy 
AnCllty II"! IDtdnl school. you .... Wbn& to • IhtoIopn firoI, 
probably • bus ...... penon IKOIId, and a phyaoclan lhord . 

• 

The ~ rt:uon th:n organ1Ud 
medlClIIt II iIP""t pblu\aI>'aawlw 'vlunury rutharwa .. 
Ixa ..... of lho money U"J\,JI,"td. If a plbent·l.uffe"", If Cut· 

taoled by Ihrtt wuu, can }'OU ~ how much lhal.dds 
up 10 '" lhe ...wiul .nd hulth .. ure fockP Let'. look at 
!\Ww:"""r·. o:m..a.\C. Tht-y AI', "WeU, lh.at·S not tmnlf"l>l:' W.U, 
n IIlem",w. Any procaJ thaI ruruib .... lIIr1lI ~fe "' IrnnuW 

disc ... , lhe dunhon of lhe ul"'ll"lll\a.l pnxeu If the only 
Wll'amc:c. Some tallCCfllu! , ",...,k WI u..... tCfIIUI"IIl pIv..t . 
AltheltnCf'l di5u&c If tmmnal. lundemand that """ ha~ 
lOur million AWIc1mct'I",," on lru. counl'1'.l.ct·IIWUmt 
that one OUI of len opu 10 end hll or her hfe at l certaIn 
J!.'ge, JUII whon,t If ,e\11n& I»d. Th.o,' • ..00,000 people 
depnvmg some nu'"'ng ho ..... of pe,haps (our or r" .. )"'" 
of ca", fOf a ,-.gtttt"'i human bemg. AI $:10,000. )'II:~. 
mulllpbcd b)' .wo,OOO, tllJlel &. .. ) ..... -}'OU·rt onlO bolboN 
of doIbra. And tN.t'l .PJI1 on< ducaK, and on< OUt of 1m ..... 

How about lho ptwmaccutJtal onduruy' A 100: of <ku&s 
art tIKd on t/>c:.&e Wt &t\'ml momill and l ... ra ofhre, ",hoch 
.100 .dd up to bil1.o,," .nd blltlOl"ll of dolurs. So }'OU c.n 
I« why they are gotng to oppooo this. 

Tht'l "'hat II 50 dlllnl)''''i 10 \l"II:; lhat'l "'hat maw 
me cyrucal. You ha, .. 10 be cyrucal on 11ft wbm }'OU rtad about 
a .,IUllOOl"l that's 10 tnnbIe and 50 ~. "Ther¢ art 
cCfUln ""'l"l1O dea/ .. "!th 11; }'OU can I" alonj: "''IIh II, whoch 
Ifllatd 10 do;)W Can I" IllAnt. whoch is a refuge (and &onlC 

do lhal); or)W can f.co II w,th deep cyruc\l!rn. I"vt optw for 
eym'rn. 

In ",.pondmg 10 1M "'~ 111\1('. I uk 11ut: why nol 
lei .n the ",bpIw underpm:ungs of medICine apply only 10 
the ClhlCl of "'~ hoIpotalI and lea, .. the S«Ulir hoapllU 
al:;.no' II" a pcrf«t so/utoI. w.·rt noc II'l"4I to 101 the rtt.p:.... 
hoopIulo ",·hal 10 do; lhoy can perform any lIIIUIIIy they ",-..h. 
But wllllihey can'l do II ,mpoK lhal Insanrty on lhe IUt of 
.... The doctor! who ...00: on thoK rtbgioos hoapoull can rtfUso 
10 do abortions, lhey can rtfuse w""ed IUIC.x or eutharwll. 
lhey can do anything lhey "'~nl. Bul lhey ha"" no "ht 10 
ImpoK ... ·hal u.., call • lII\MrW mcdical Clhoc on ICCWar 
\I"II1"<lIIOIII. 

Stadt., whal" Hruc.? Can}'OU define II? M, dd'""uon 
IIlnnpIt: aha IIAl"ll'lg and ~ ",.hat II nghl. al the l!IV. 

Don lhat make $erose? Arod lhal changa Not.::el addod ".1 
lhe I""".~ 

R.ebgoon cl'IIII$IO ha,'II: aemal tfUtill; piu)o.opily, too.l"rn 
not ~ out rtbg.on; }'OU \~ &at odootlC phi\ofoph)' aa .. d. 
you\ .. got Kant .. ,Ih lui u.w.:.,.."bIo ",alm. \VhallrnK docs 
" onakc 10 h)-pothta.u an unknoo.-abIc taIm' \Vhm }'OU know 
IC,1hm: .. no longor an unkrxM-abIt taIm. And ,[ ,,', unkrxM·· 
ablo, ),0''-'" ""''11:1" goma; 10 &n 111m. 

ElhlCl II A},ll'g and dome; whal If nghl.1 lho u ..... rod 
Ihat ohang ... Geoffrey and IllOC Ihe aample of ooal aa 1Uc1. 
Sevtmy'r,,,,,)'UfS'go. ,f Iiold )OIl that for- Ch",unll I " ..... 
gouoc 10 Illvt a truck del, ...... 10 tons of ooallO)OOr house, 
you wooIcI ....... been dtb&hIW. If I told you tlllt too"y. }'OU 
",wid bo ......mw. Doone; the nghl thing dw,&" .. ·rth IIID<. 

'ThaI', lruo: of human IOClCly abo. "Ther¢ II , prurul"~ 
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5OC,.ly I dor't know which one enct· 
Iy_w~ members ""'r¢ ,hocud 10 lum that"", embalm 
oor dud, place them 1Il oo.es, ind thon bury thom ,n tn. 
groond, Do)W ~now what Ihty do' Thry eat them. To tn.m, 
,t'. ethlCll .nd monl and hollOfllbie to ~ur tn. «ql6( 
of)Wr lovtd on., Now ,.£ ... ,hocked at that. ngIlt1 It'. ~11 
• matter of a"ulturiuon. umt:, who ... )'ou are •• nd who)W 
.... , NO\\' If I v;,med tlus pnmitive 5OCic:ty and !e: ... ned thai 
thoy do that .• nd I "''U ~ r¢~1 hum.n1$l. I'd "'y, "Oh, that', 
Interestlng_" And if tn. W<>.Ued "'''ge on turn .. id. ~G .. , 
that', .nurostong ""h>l you 00," tn.n he or ,ho would be 
a hu~n,st . I used 10 defin< ~Iunty ... the 1fl>.bility to be 
,hocud, So I guo'" in !IO!Il< " .. ya "",'re lull ,mmalu ... _ Sut 
,f }">II .... truly mature, md. tru< human1$t. you can n<Vtr be 
shocud. If thoy e.1 tn.ir de.d, 50 be It-th.t'.In. .. ,ultu ... , 
Sut you know what our m,..~na did. don't you1 1l1at', 
unmoral actIOn. 

I th",~ }'QU g(1 lilt: genenl gISt of my pooilion, 

W,th Geoffrey at my ,!de. I don't fear tlus Ind.c:l_ 
mt:nl (or murder. In fact, ~'trybody I've met 

Just ICnIChes Ih.., heads md laughs .bout ,,_ 
These ""'ttmpanry mqu!S!tors ha,., mack • mock· 

ery of tn. judicial'y,tem in Mich~n. Th1$ IndIctment tw 
done on. good thmg, foo.".'t\"'fC II brutnly marurosts tht ckpth 
of corruptIOn wllhin our 5OCitty. And it's oot Just In. jud.c:,· 
ary. Our I~i,ature tw manifested that as ",,11 "mh lIS silly 
aw whlCh it k""", was uncons!ltut~t What hnd of.ltglS' 
atur. or goo.."nm.nt;' II lhat ""uld en.ct a so-called law It 
~n.w """ uncon,mutionaP Can anybody get more ckpraved 
th.n that' Or more .:orrupl' H.,dly, SUI that corruption 
pe"",,.w. <:\",rythong. 

Our med,c.l SOCletlU or. JlISt .. corrupt; our m.<hcal 
bo.rdu ... Jl.1$1 .. corrupt, I don't ha,., .Iicen .. OIly more, DId 

that .top me from doIng wh.t l ph;'$I' 
cw. should do' NOI You .... tho Iic.nsure ;. not .nl1rel), to 
gu ... nt.e competence. In facl. I tlunk lhat', only. Imall port 
of what licensure" supp:06ed to do. It guannttes abooluu con, 
trot &t thty l'IllIC.lcualed on me, A pi«. of poper doe. not 
control me. They can't take a,,-ay my traming. my o.pe"ence, 
or what J ,,-ant 10 do, what I feel is right. Thry milCakulated, 
md rQ>i tn.ll' .ngu kn<ms no bound.. Thn;. why they ife 
beha~ tht way they are. That is why you ore swng 50 mIlCh 
ntj(~tl\/\: pre$$- They .... d.'pelOt. rQ>i, md that milia them 
dang.""",. When an)"!>C bcwmea that despelOle, they are 
dangerow .• nd I recogni~ In. dang". 

So you .... in .ff~t, our socic:!}' is no diffe ... nt than po""­
Ii\/\: 5OClCly-or N'D Germany People e .. ily (orgellha!. W. 
pnde O<.1l'$tl ..... m lhi$ counu-y and tn. We.trnl "",Id, ",ying. 
"~'re .... Uy ~nlighuned.nd ""' .... diffe ... nt.- No, "'e're Itm 
totalitarian to a great c\egr«-

And I'm afroid ,t'~ gttting worse. When they.dded "under 
God" to the Pledg. of ~e, they stepped m tho wrong 
direction. When you get your (ttl mU'td m q\UCkwod likt that. 
you (Onnot o.tract tn.m very ~ .. ily. This socitty i. thraahing 
.rowxl now. And you know what happeN wn.n you thrash 
around in qudsand_ [ .m 001 opturustic .t all, 

It look two--.nd,. ,half c.nturic:. for tn. Catholic ehu"h 
to apologi~ to Gailleo, .,.,d you (On bet II 1$ gOUlg to tau 
something lik that long far any apology to come for ",·h.t ,,'" 
ore doing today. If an apology come. at .n1 

I hate to end on. pe,"uruslic not,. but l 'ppreciau th;. 
opporturuty to . dd .... you all , I thank)'ou for}">llr IUpport 
We ore ''try much encouraged by '\ . We will Utp gomg • 

Dr. JII€~ K~n" a world-l'rnOWtlCd <ICI;lI\.Il Pr Iht <~"" ~ 
ph~.ici<ln''''';'l<d ""/Unlllry "",",,,,,,,,,_ He il4I "-"gtd ~ Ii",k .. 
"""I. ago;"" I'" mtdk,,) .stalmhmrn!, poIitid4N, ,hwIogiAN, 
~nd,,)! "-'00 would II€m .. ly re,,,, a 'ompr."""i ..... 41 •• ~nd 
<ompo...i""",. pn-og>""m of dt",h "-"h dignuy, 

SHOW YOU'RE PROUD TO BE A HUMANIST! 

I
bi DIsplay the "Happy Humanist" 'ymOO1 iJJ your oUfct: or home. on your car or boat . . . . 

In ....".... to "'lUC!a from humanlla lor mmllandl!< !hat pnmM .. tilt p/111n!op/»' ofhUllWlksm. the .'.IneTtiIl1I"man~ ~ion 
""" makes Mill.bIe to)'QIJ lh~ .. tra<!I'" flgurt-5" tall !-318" o1de. mod< of mtUI all,,- and fini5he<l to k:d;. Ilk pOIi5he<l sllitr,U C(II\'l/:! 

.-Hh a magn.ue Of adhe!t.I: """king and .-to 11001 to. multltud< of surla= o.-d« J"''''!odor' The 00It Is only $9,95 ...,h, po!oIpaId, IInn-
ben of the AHA pi)' only sa95 ... h.I~',YS. .-..Id<-nts must odd ..... tax; us. runcl! on us. bani. onlyJ 
C&lJ lOu.r"'ISIXI) 143-&646 ODd 'barf< ,.... or4<, to JIlW VISA 0.- IIl$torCa/i Of ~ the Iorm btioo', 
--- ------ ----------------------- ---- ---------

........ "'Siii/i 
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